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Paris, 7th February 2019 

 

Xilam Animation to Adapt Michael Morpurgo’s Bestselling 

Novel Listen to the Moon into New Animated Series Titled 

Lucy Lost 

 

French animation studio, Xilam Animation is adapting the multi-million copy bestseller Listen to the 

Moon, a First World War mystery novel by the award-winning and previous British Children’s Laureate, 

Sir Michael Morpurgo, into an epic new animation titled Lucy Lost. Development is now underway on 

the 10 x 26-minute adventure series aimed at a family audience.  

Jean-Christophe Dessaint (Le jour des Corneilles) is on board to direct the new series which will be fully 

animated in CGI with a final 2D rendering. Set at the beginning of the First World War in the Scillies 

Island, Lucy Lost will follow a fisherman and his teenage son, Alfie, who find an injured girl. Around 11 

years old with no memory of who she is, she speaks just a single word before withdrawing into silence: 

“Lucy”.  

After being nurtured by Alfie’s family, Lucy builds up her strength but remains mute and withdrawn. 

The local fishing community is gripped by the mystery of girl’s origins, but with the country in the throes 

of war, curiosity soon gives way to mistrust. Where has she come from? Is she a mermaid, the victim of 

a German U-boat, or even – as some islanders suggest – a German spy? Alfie refuses to be separated 

from Lucy, doing everything he can to jog her memory and help her recover her voice to tell her 

overwhelming story. 

Marc du Pontavice, CEO at Xilam Animation, said: “As one of the UK’s favourite storytellers with an 

award-winning library of bestselling children’s books which are loved all around the world, we feel very 

privileged to be adapting Michael Morpurgo’s extraordinary story about the power of hope and spiritual 

strength. Listen to the Moon’s atmospheric natural landscapes and enthralling characters lend 
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themselves perfectly to an animated adaption and we’re very much looking forward to seeing this 

mysterious and epic tale transformed into a new series for families to enjoy together.”   

Michael Morpurgo is the award-winning author of over 100 children’s books including War Horse, 

Private Peaceful, Farm Boy, Kensuke’s Kingdom, The Mozart Question, On Angel Wings, Running Wild, 

Born to Run, Shadow and Medal for Leroy. Many of his books have been made into films, including War 

Horse which was adapted into a hugely successfully war drama, directed and co-produced by Steven 

Spielberg in 2011. From 2003-2005 Michael Morpurgo was Children’s Laureate, in 2005 he was made 

Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres by the French government and in 2006 he was awarded an OBE for 

services to literature.  
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For further press information, please contact Charlotte Newcombe at DDA Blueprint:   

+44 7726 901129 or xilam@ddapr.com  

 

About Xilam 

Xilam is one of Europe’s leading animation companies, creating, producing and distributing original children’s 

and family entertainment content across TV, film and digital media platforms. 

Founded in 1999 by Marc du Pontavice, Xilam owns a catalogue of more than 2,000 animated episodes and three 

feature films including strong brands such as Oggy & the Cockroaches, Zig & Sharko, The Daltons and its first 

pre-school series, Paprika. 

Broadcast in over 190 countries on all the major TV networks and digital platforms, including YouTube with over 

300 million video views monthly, Xilam’s programme catalogue makes the company one of the top global content 

providers in animation. 

Xilam employs more than 400 people, including 300 artists, who are based across its four studios located in Paris, 

Lyon, Angoulême and Ho-Chi-Minh City in Vietnam. 

 

mailto:xilam@ddapr.com

